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Adriamycin and cis-platinum as first-line treatment in unresectable locally advanced or 
metastatic adult soft-tissue sarcomas.
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Abstract

Standard chemotherapy in advanced adult soft-tissue sarcomas (STS) has not yet been established. 
We evaluated the efficacy and toxicity of the combination of adriamycin (ADR) and cis-platinum 
(CDDP) as first-line treatment in nonoperable locally advanced or metastatic adult STS. Thirty 
patients were treated with CDDP 100 mg/m2 on day 1 and ADR 75 mg/m2 equally divided on days 
1 to 3, every 3 weeks for 6 cycles. Patients were evaluated for response, toxicity, and survival, while 
resectability of residual disease was also assessed after the third cycle and the end of chemotherapy. 
No complete response was observed. Five patients (16.7%, 95% CI: 2.5%-31%) achieved partial 
response, 16 patients (53.3%, 95% CI: 34%-72%) had stable disease and 9 patients (30%, 95% CI: 
13%-47%) had progressive disease. The overall median survival was 11.5 months (range, 4-96 
months), and the median time to disease progression was 6 months (range, 0-96 months). 
Furthermore, two patients with PR and six patients with stable disease underwent further surgery 
followed by radiotherapy in four of them. At present, 5 patients remain free of relapse for 96, 90, 
72, 60, and 48 months, respectively. Treatment-related toxicity was acceptable, with moderate 
myelosuppression and alopecia as the main adverse events. The ADR/CDDP regimen was well 
tolerated, but it did not achieve a high response rate. However, patients with resectable disease after 
chemotherapy achieved long-term survival. Further studies are needed to evaluate the role of 
combined-modality treatments in the management of patients with advanced STS.
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